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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM:_ SAMUEL BERGER 

SUBJECT: Speech to Jewish Community Celebration- A Few 
Cautions 

I. I would stay away froni specifics about Israeli compromises at 
Camp David. , 
That would make Barak's life more difficult -- and remember, at least 
half the 

·. people in this audience think Barak went too far. 



' I 

2. Although it is tempting with this crowd, J would continue, as you. · 
have done, 
to downplay criticism of Arafat or the other Arab countries. As you · 
know, we are · 
at a critical time. Arafat is making sorrie moves in the right direction. 

·.And the 
Palestinians and Arabs generally ar~ very apprehensive that our 
politics are · 
driving us toward an Israeli tilt. · 

3. I would avoid too much discussion of Barak's political timetable. 
~m~ . 

_ Barak's opponents believe he is about to reengage, the more likely 
. they will be . . 
to call a special session of tlie Knesset. The latest ploy under 
consideration by - · 
'Likud is to convene a meeting that would prohibit Barak from coming 
to the United 
States during his recess. 

4. On the-embassy, I would repeat that it has always been your 
personal view that 
it should be moved to West Jerusalem, that you have not taken such 
action because . 
you did not want to disrupt the peace process, which continues to be 
uppermost in · 
your thinking, but that you are reviewing the matter and will make a 
decision by 
the end of the year. 

5. On the unilateral declaration (and the Nadler amendment to cut off · 
~~~ . . 

Palestinians if there is a declaration): I would repeat that we oppose· 
-unilateral actions that would undermine tlie peace process. You've 
made clear to 
Chairman Arafat that you hope he will not take such an action, and 
that if he . 
does, we would have to review all aspects of our relationship. 

. . . ~ . ~ 
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